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Cantonese: the culture, the language, and the region
(Hong Kong, Macau and Guangdong)

Instructor: Lingbing KONG
English Level: All levels
Dates: Wednesdays (May 15™ to June 26™) from 12:10 to 12:50 pm

Description

Overview & goals

This class intends to introduce students/staff to the Cantonese culture, teach them some
basic Cantonese expressions, words, and sentences. They will benefit more when they visit
the Cantonese-speaking regions, i.e., Hong Kong, Macau, Guangdong, and more
importantly the Chinese towns around the world where Cantonese is more commonly used
than even Mandarin, due to the much earlier establishment of generations of Cantonese-
speaking people in most of the countries.

Content

Each lecture focuses on one topic in the Cantonese culture, one context in the language,
and one typical region/location dominant in Cantonese speaking. The lectures will be
delivered in English. At the start of each lecture, there is a recap of the previous lectures or
an introduction to the class.

The tentative flow of each lecture is as follows.

Opening/Recap of previous lectures

Key topic of the lecture

The cultural aspect

The language (useful expressions, words, and short sentences)
— a short section for practicing the language is included

Related features in the Cantonese region and/or China towns.
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There will be seven lectures in total. The topic for each lecture is to be determined based on
the interactions with the students/staff at the start. The tentative topics are as follows.
1. The history
The festivals
The food
The manners
The mentality
The beliefs
The global influence
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